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C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARYULU -
VIJAYA PURI - SOUTH.

1 have Recerved the XIV Volume of "SR RAMANVJA
KEERTHI KOUMUD)” the Penultimate and Pepetrating
Penshot on the lophedia expl of Bhag Rama—
nuja Thought, T am extremely glad and grateful for sending me
a copy of 1t asusual. The review by Dr Prema Nandakumar s
mcisive axd inquisifive. 1t adds strength and sprt to the XIV
Volume,

But I wonder how soon the XV Focus 1s ncerng conclu—
s1on of the project and how finer and better it be 1f the project
was to stretch over to 108 Gunas. Just as 1t1s completing ‘Sho—
dasa kalas the 16 Focuses. Anyway, you have almost succeeded
sn realising your visice by means of unravelling the latest impli~
cauons as Sr1 Vaaush y of 8n R

32,

This unique philosopbical project made your godself.  Sr3
Ramanuja and Sree Vaishoavisim perennial objects,
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Rich Dependable Guide
NEWS TIME 18th September, 1994,

In keeping with 1ts aim of having a theme for its different
1ssues, the fourteenth volume of Sri Ramanuja Keerth Kaumuds
presents several facts In the life and work of the renowned
Vaishnava Acharya ‘'Vedanta Desika’ Prativadi Bhayankara
Vedantacharyulu’s essay places before us important aspects In
the life of Achsrya known as an incarnation of the bell of Sri.
Venkateswara Born in 1268 na family known for its  Vedic
scholarship, Vedanta Destka was groomed as a teacher by his
uncle Atreya Ramanuja. Desika stayed n places like Tiruva—
heendrapuram, Kanchi, Srirangam and Satyamangalam teaching
the Sri Bhashya, disseminating the Ramanuja Darsana, writing
epics, hymns and commentaries in Tamil, Sanskrit, Prakruta and
Manipravala a mixture of Tamil and Sanskrit. He travelled to
holy places like Tirupat, Naimisaranya and Srikurmam, widely
respected, he was adormed with the :'me, Kavitarkika simha,
lion of poesy and logic.

Sr1 Dhanakudharam Varadacharyulu follows with an intro-
duction to the works of Destka. He lists 59 works in Sanskrite
These includes Sata Dushani (rebuttal of Sankara, Bhaskara and
Yadava Prakasa), Adhik Saravali (a yon the
Sri Bhashya of Ri Paduka (one th d
verses on the sandals of Lord Ranganatha) Yadavabhudayam
(Eprcon  Krishna)  Sankalpa Suryodayam (Vedantic drama)
Hamsa Sandesam (the swam messenger) and several hymns ke
Sr1 Goda Stutt and Yatiraja Saptarl. Vedanta Desika’s Tamil
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writings mamly deal with the evereday discipline of the
Vaishnava way of lfe Among his Mampravala writings,
Abhaya Pradana Saram is justly famous as a Brilhant exposition
of the way of surrender exermphified in Vibhishahia.

Sn N Ch. Krishnamacharyulu has tianslated Desika's
“Nyasa Vimsati’ into simple Telugu for this 1ssue  The twenty
verses of the poem expound the way of surrender (nyasa) stey
by stey The nature and conduct of the master and the displine
the difference between bhekt: and prapatti (surrender and the
posting of prapatti in the Upamishads are referred to by Vedanta
Desika K V. Reghavecharyulu Desika's Bhagavad Dhyana
Sopanam which describes the divya mangala of Lord Ranganath
In yogic sleep at the shrine in Srirangam  Appalla Someswara
Sarma points but how Kalidasa was Desika’s madel 1n meaning-
ful imagination. Hamsa Sandesam was inspired by “Meghadutam
Inspite of using the same metre; style end wcod, Desika’s pcem
stands on 1ts own strefigth of emnotive utterance. Since Hamga
Sandesam 1s about the love of the Supreme of the jva, Desica
adds a concluding verse (Unusual) for such messenger—poems).
that describes the cestruction or Ravana (Samsara) and the
renion of Sita and Fama. Here the swan 1s the Acharya whoge
teeching help the jvatman reach the supreme abade (Ayodhya)
Referring to Desika’s Yadavabhudayam as vénlably an o'cnan 6\‘
milk, Sri Someswara Sarma hails 1t as an experience of the “all
beautiful’s divine love. The drama, Sankalpa Survodayam'is a
morality play that exhibits all the rasas with a perfect sense of
proportion though Santha isthe edhaara sruti for the action
Desika’s Sanskrit hymns reveal his wastery of prosody and hia
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devotion - laden heart. Of particular mportance 1s ‘Daya
Satakam’ which 1mage the compassion of Venkateswara as the
Goddess Daya  Here 1s magnificient nature poetry, apt similes,
verbal artistry, musical tonality . the ingredients of ‘Bhava
Kavita'. The Supreme has two supernal facts, One is lesla
(playfulness) which pushes the jeeva into hie and watches his
struggles, The other 1s day (compassian) wihich Helps the jiva
out of the well of samsara. To this mother compassion are
addressed the gemlike verses of the sataka.

There are also other important essays in this rich compen~

dium Venkata yulu writes on the
theory of incarnation.  Kidambi Srinivasa Ramanujacharyulu
andDhanakudh: V: yulu explote the tenets

In the Ramayana and the Mahabharatha The letter's list of
Ramayana - based works 1n Tamil and Telugu 15 exhilerating,
We could add Kulasekhara Alwar also to the company as his
decade, “Angam Nedumathil’ is considered to be the {irst
complete Ramayana in Tamil Verse. In the same way, the
Telugu list would be enriched with the addition of Ramaneeya
Ramayanam by Duvvri Venkata Ramanayya.

A

r yulu s i of
Sri Bhashya with unflagging zeal while two essays on several
great temple towns dedicated to Narayana make the present
Kaumudt 1ssue a dependable guide as well.

SRIRANGAM. Dr. PREMANANDAKUMAR, M. A , Ph. D,

b
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